Fig. 1. Portrait of Sir Joseph Hooker in his study, pencil drawing by Theodore Blake Wirgman,
1886 (Kew Art Collection).
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Introduction
On the December 9, 2011, just one day short of the centenary of
the death of Sir Joseph Dalton Hooker, his life and work were
celebrated by over 150 participants at a conference at the Royal
Botanic Gardens, Kew. The afternoon session consisted of displays
of Sir Joseph’s collections in the Herbarium building, ranging from
herbarium specimens and economic botany to art, archives and
books. This paper attempts to capture the experience in a more
permanent form, highlighting the quantity and quality of collections
accumulated during Sir Joseph’s career, both in his official role as
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Director of Kew, and as an avid collector and scientist from childhood
to his death. We aim to demonstrate that these collections are larger
and more intact than is usually appreciated, and that they form a rich
resource for scientific and historical research. Current work at Kew
on cataloguing and digitisation is making many of these collections
increasingly accessible.
Any one strand of work in Joseph Hooker’s long life, from 1817
to 1911, would have been a remarkable achievement (Endersby,
2004; Griggs, 2011). His travels and collecting in Antarctica and the
South Pacific, Sikkim and Nepal, the Near East, Morocco and the
western United States led to the discovery of many new species, and
important introductions of garden plants to Europe (Desmond, 1999).
As Assistant Director (1855–1865) and Director (1865–1885) of the
Royal Botanic Gardens, Kew, he built on his father William Hooker’s
work to establish Kew as the leading botanical garden of its age
(Desmond, 2007). Much of Kew’s influence and collections were built
up through Joseph Hooker’s extraordinarily wide correspondence and
network of informal scientific exchange (Endersby, 2008). Hooker’s
friendship with Charles Darwin, and his support for Darwin’s work
and ideas, have overshadowed his own science, but the influence
of Hooker’s work on plant taxonomy and on biogeography remain
visible today.
All these strands of Hooker’s work are well-represented in Kew’s
collections today. In this article we survey those held in the Herbarium, Economic Botany Collection, Library, Archives and Art collections. Items from these collections are usually on display in thematic
exhibitions in the Shirley Sherwood Gallery of Botanical Art, while
about 500 items from the Economic Botany Collection are on permanent display in the Plants + People exhibition in Museum No.1,
opposite the Palm House, including Sir Joseph Hooker’s yak saddle
from Sikkim.
All these collections are managed by the Herbarium, Library,
Art and Archives Directorate at Kew, and can be seen on request
by contacting the relevant collection by post (Herbarium, Royal
Botanic Gardens, Kew, Richmond, Surrey, TW9 3AB) or
email (herbarium@kew.org; ecbot@kew.org; library@kew.org;
archives@kew.org; illus@kew.org). Further information is available
on Kew’s web site: www.kew.org/collections.
© The Board of Trustees of the Royal Botanic Gardens, Kew 2012.
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Fig. 2. The original painting by W.H.Fitch of Celmisia vernicosa Hook.f., now Damnamenia vernicosa
(Hook.f.) Given, a species endemic to the subantarctic Auckland and Campbell islands, described
by Hooker in Flora Antarctica. Fitch’s lithograph of this painting was published in Flora Antarctica Tab.
XXVI–XXVII.
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Herbarium
During his long botanical career, Joseph Hooker formally described
over 12 000 plants. He undertook several extensive expeditions, during which he collected plant specimens assiduously. In his journals he
recorded the trials and tribulations associated with acquiring suitable
materials for pressing and drying plants and some of the lengths he
went to in making sure that they were sufficiently well preserved under
cold or wet conditions before being despatched to Kew. After leaving
the Cape of Good Hope in 1840, en-route to Antarctica, Joseph
wrote that the space freed up by the disembarkation of passengers
allowed use of the sick bay by the naturalists:
‘and a great comfort it is, as it is spacious, and hitherto I have
been very much at a loss where to lay out my plants, not liking to
take advantage of the Captain’s cabin for so extensive a job, and
our berth being too full during the day to grant me room enough.
Hitherto I have always laid them out and changed them after
my messmates have turned in, which often kept me up very late
after my excursions; further, until the Captain had reduced his
cabin into order I had no place to put my collections, and they
used to get sadly kicked about the lower deck; now, however, I
have a nice cabinet in the cabin, where there is nothing to fear
but the universal dampness of the ship, and a few cockroaches
which did me some little damage, eating out the stems of some
plants, and leaving the leaves’. (Huxley, 1918:71).

When Joseph Hooker set off on the Antarctic voyage of HMS Erebus
and Terror in 1839, his father William Hooker was still Professor of
Botany at Glasgow University. Just two years later William Hooker
took on the Directorship of the Royal Gardens at Kew and the
majority of the plant specimens collected by Joseph on the four-year
Erebus expedition came to Kew’s Herbarium. In total, Joseph sent
back over 1500 species, collected from places as far apart as Tierra
del Fuego, Cape Town and New Zealand. Many of the collections he
made on the Atlantic Islands of St Helena (Fig. 3) and Ascension and
on the sub-Antarctic islands including Kerguelen’s Land, Hermite
Island and the Lord Auckland Islands, shaped his ideas on plant
distribution around the world, summarised in a lecture on insular
floras to the British Association for the Advancement of Science
in 1866 (Fig. 2). Using his own specimens alongside those collected
© The Board of Trustees of the Royal Botanic Gardens, Kew 2012.
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Fig. 3. Herbarium specimen of the St Helena olive (Nesiota elliptica (Roxb.) Hook.f.) collected by
Joseph Hooker. This plant became extinct in the wild in 2003, despite efforts to propagate it in the
Conservation Biotechnology Unit at Kew. This species forms part of the tree fern thicket vegetation
seen by Hooker on the central mountain ridge when he visited St Helena on HMS Erebus.
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on the previous Antarctic voyages by Captain Cook and Archibald
Menzies, and Charles Darwin whose Beagle voyage had taken him
to some of the same areas, Joseph Hooker produced Floras for
southern South America and the subantarctic islands, New Zealand
and Tasmania (Hooker, 1844–1859). These were large-format works,
covering not only flowering plants, but ferns, bryophytes, seaweeds,
lichens, and even included the description of a fungus Eurotium
herbariorum – habitat recorded as ‘On biscuit on board the Erebus,
January 3, 1841’ (Flora Antarctica, p. 454). Each two volume Flora
in the series had increasingly detailed analysis of the geographic
distributions of the plants encountered, or not encountered, and
discussions concerning how they arrived on remote islands, and the
possible reasons that might explain the many anomalies. This was a
theme Joseph returned to repeatedly throughout his later career.
Only five years after he returned to England, Joseph Hooker began
another four-year plant collecting expedition, this time to India and
the Himalaya. This expedition was even more fruitful in terms of
herbarium specimens; in all, he and one of his collecting companions,
Thomas Thomson, obtained over 150 000 specimens, representing
some 7000 species. During his time in the mountainous region of
Sikkim, Joseph Hooker collected herbarium specimens of 25 species
of rhododendron which proved to be new to science. He also harvested seed which he despatched to Kew to be grown on for the living
collections. The Rhododendron Dell at Kew was greatly enhanced
by several of his hardier Sikkim rhododendrons. Among the other
plants that particularly aroused his interest during his Indian travels
were members of the genus Impatiens (Fig. 4). He collected 46 species
from India and the Himalaya and was still working on the genus after
he retired as Director of Kew in 1885. His last publications on Indian
Impatiens came out in 1911, just before his death.
While he was still Director of Kew, Joseph Hooker accompanied
his friend and fellow botanist, the American Asa Gray, on a 10-week
whistle-stop tour of the south-western states of the USA in 1877. This
tour also proved extremely productive in terms of plant specimens;
Hooker acquired over 1000 specimens for Kew’s Herbarium. One
of the main goals of the expedition was to compare the floras of the
eastern and western United States in order to consider their affinities
with the vegetation of other continents (Hooker & Gray, 1882).
© The Board of Trustees of the Royal Botanic Gardens, Kew 2012.
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Fig. 4. Type specimen of Impatiens cymbifera Hook.f. (Kew Herbarium, K000694693). Joseph Hooker
collected this in the Lachoong (Lachung) Valley in Sikkim, where he found about eight different
species, some of them 8 ft (1.7 m) tall. This specimen shows Hooker’s detailed floral dissections and
drawings, needed to understand the unusual slightly twisted form of the flower.
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Hooker did not number his herbarium collections, which are
integrated into Kew’s collection of over seven million specimens,
so the total number is not known. About 2500 of his specimens
have been digitised and can be seen online on Kew’s Herbarium
Catalogue (apps.kew.org/herbcat/navigator.do). Some of the specimens collected during Hooker’s voyage on HMS Erebus have been
digitised by the UK Overseas Territories Online Herbarium project
(dps.plants.ox.ac.uk/bol/UKOT).
Economic Botany Collection. The origin of the Economic
Botany Collection lies in Kew’s Museum of Economic Botany, which
opened to the public on September 20, 1847. It was founded by
Sir William Hooker with the aims of educating the public, applying
botanical expertise to useful plants, and encouraging the use of plants
by the commercial sector, including ‘the merchant, the manufacturer,
the physician, the chemist, the druggist, the dyer, the carpenter and
cabinet-maker, and artisans of every description’.
The initial collection of the Museum was formed by Sir William’s
own specimens, acquired while he was professor of botany in Glasgow.
However the Museum Entry Books, which form an unbroken record
from 1847 to the present day, show that Sir William used all his formal
and informal contacts to bring in further specimens from around the
world. In the first five years of the Museum, major donors included
the Great Exhibition (Crystal Palace) of 1851, Richard Spruce in the
Amazon, and William Colenso in New Zealand.
It is not surprising that Sir William was quick to draw on his own
son. Joseph Hooker’s first journey, to New Zealand and Antarctica
on board the Erebus (1839–1843), predates the founding of the Kew
Museum, and his first recorded donations are in 1849 and 1850,
from his journey through India to Sikkim (Fig. 5). Their diversity is
typical of the Museum, in part representing the major useful plants
of the time, such as opium poppy and tea, and in part representing
uses that could never be more than local, such as a yak saddle made
of rhododendron wood, or tea cups made from the root knots of
maple trees. Opium cultivation was observed by Hooker near Patna,
and he brought back a panel of 12 watercolour drawings showing
this, now held in Kew’s Art collection. From the early days of the
Museum, it was a multimedia display with posters, paintings and,
later, photographs, hanging alongside objects.
© The Board of Trustees of the Royal Botanic Gardens, Kew 2012.
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Fig. 5. Apparatus used by Lepchas for weaving garters for Bhoten boots (Economic Botany
Collection, EBC 65602). Collected in Sikkim 1847–1850 by Sir Joseph Hooker.

The Museum Entry Books record about 100 further gifts from
Joseph Hooker, usually of multiple specimens, on an almost annual
basis. Some came from his later expeditions. In 1860 Joseph Hooker
travelled to Syria and The Lebanon with the pharmacognosist Daniel
Hanbury. Among 29 items given to Kew from this trip were ‘figs
strung on stalks of Juncus maritimus hung upon trees to impregnate
female flowers’, ‘branches of Astragalus showing the exudation of the
gum tragacanth’, and cones of the cedar of Lebanon, Cedrus libanii.
The latter represent one of Hooker’s great enthusiasms, the cones of
conifers, and he was to add over 100 more from his 1877 expedition
with Asa Gray to the western United States. Botanical collecting trips
were not the only source of material. Family holidays to France,
Switzerland and Italy were productive, and members of the family
also donated objects. Joseph’s first wife, Frances Henslow, collected
objects such as a yew wood nutcracker in Switzerland in 1859 (Fig. 6).
In the 1980s the collections of the Kew Museums were moved to a
purpose-built research store in the Sir Joseph Banks Building, entered
into a computer database, and renamed as the Economic Botany
Collection. Of the current 85 000 specimens, the database records
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Fig. 6. Nutcracker made of yew wood (Economic Botany Collection, EBC 28925). Purchased on a
family holiday to Switzerland and presented to Kew in 1859 by Joseph Hooker’s first wife, Frances.

that at least 615 were given by Sir Joseph Hooker. However, by far his
greatest contribution to the Museums came through his official roles
as Assistant Director and Director. Letters in Kew’s Archives show
that Hooker played a key role in bringing major collections to the
Museums, including the Parkes’ collection of Japanese papers in 1874,
2000 botanical specimens following the closure of the East India Company’s museum in 1885, and over 5000 specimens from World’s Fairs
such as the Colonial and Indian Exhibition of 1886. A fully searchable version of the collection database will go live on Kew’s web site
in 2012.
© The Board of Trustees of the Royal Botanic Gardens, Kew 2012.
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Although he had arranged for his father’s herbarium
and library to be purchased for the nation at a cost of £7000, so that it
would remain at Kew, in his own will Joseph Hooker left the disposal
of his books and manuscripts to the discretion of his executors. The
only specific bequest that he made relating to Kew came in a codicil to
his will in 1905, in which he specifically stated ‘To the Royal Botanic
Gardens, Kew, my book containing my Indian sketches in one
volume’. In total, a list of his own publications as books and scientific
papers amounted to 20 pages in length in Leonard Huxley’s book
Life and Letters of Sir Joseph Hooker, and the majority of them are held
in the Library at Kew. He published details of his travels including
his Himalayan Journals; or, Notes of a Naturalist in Bengal, the Sikkim and
Nepal Himalayas, the Khasia Mountains etc, with illustrations based on his
sketches, the originals of which are held in the Kew Art Collection
(Hooker, 1855a). The Journals include a map of Sikkim which Joseph
himself had drawn. It was considered sufficiently accurate to be copied
by the Surveyor General’s Office in Calcutta. Among his published
books were several with lithographs by Walter Hood Fitch, such as
Flora Antarctica and Illustrations of Himalayan Plants based on drawings
made for John Fergusson Cathcart who Joseph had met during his
stay in Darjeeling (Hooker, 1844–1859; 1855b).
Joseph Hooker’s other botanical publications were many and varied. They included the three volumes of Genera Plantarum (1862–1883)
which he wrote in collaboration with George Bentham to provide
descriptions (in Latin) of all the world’s plant genera (Bentham &
Hooker, 1862–1883). The Genera Plantarum provided the basic systematic structure for the arrangement of specimens in the Kew
Herbarium by family and genus for the next 130 years – the new
DNA-based system (APG III) we are adopting now, confirms many
of Bentham & Hooker’s systematic insights, but brings together other
groups widely separated in the earlier classification. Index Kewensis,
an authoritative list of all published names of seed-bearing plants
at the time – some 375 000 in total – was originally published in
1893 with funding from Charles Darwin and, overseen by Joseph
Hooker, adopted the same classification. This vital bibliographic tool
continues to the present day as the continually updated International
Plant Names Index (www.ipni.org).
Library.
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As well as writing Floras based on specimens he collected during
his own travels, Joseph Hooker published descriptions of the plants
that Charles Darwin had found in the Galapagos islands (Hooker,
1849, 1851), and wrote two volumes to complete the Flora of Ceylon
that had been started by Henry Trimen before his death (Trimen
& Hooker, 1898–1900). But he is probably remembered most for
the seven-volume Flora of British India (Hooker et al., 1872–1897),
a collaborative work written at Kew by Joseph Hooker and C. B.
Clarke, with contributions from other Kew specialists. An earlier
volume, Flora Indica (Hooker & Thomson, 1855), apparently stalled as
access to the Herbarium of the Honourable East India Company was
not forthcoming at the time. No less than half of the single volume
published consists of a discussion of species concepts, variation in
plants, and patterns of Indian biogeography. One of his best known
papers, published in 1863, describes the plant discovered in Namibia
by Frederick Welwitsch and gives this new genus of gymnosperm the
name Welwitschia mirabilis (Hooker, 1863). In 1881, he named a new
species of pitcher plant, Nepenthes northiana, in honour of the intrepid
artist, Marianne North, whose painting of this Bornean plant showed
a species previously unknown to science; it now hangs in her gallery
at Kew (Hooker, 1881a).
Although much of his writing was for a specialist botanical audience, Joseph Hooker also provided an introduction to plant science
for students, in the form of a volume on botany for the primer series
published by Macmillan (Hooker, 1876). He wrote The Students’ Flora
of the British Islands (Hooker, 1870) to assist students and field botanists.
This was a more concise description of the plants found in Britain
than the eight-volume Handbook of the British Flora originally written by
George Bentham, but with another four editions supervised by Joseph
after Bentham’s death in 1884 (Bentham & Hooker, 1887–1908).
Several of his most significant presentations on plant distribution
were given to a public audience through the British Association for
the Advancement of Science (Williamson, 1984); in 1866 he gave
a discourse on the Insular Floras and in 1881 on Geographical
Distribution (Hooker, 1881b).
After the death of his father in 1865, Joseph Hooker became
editor of Curtis’s Botanical Magazine and continued in that role until
1904. He also edited several volumes of the journal established by
© The Board of Trustees of the Royal Botanic Gardens, Kew 2012.
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his father, Hooker’s Icones Plantarum, which comprised ‘figures, with
descriptive characters and remarks, of new and rare plants, selected
from the Kew herbarium’. In this, as in all his scientific papers, books
and popular publications, he drew on Kew’s herbarium specimens,
many of which came from his own expeditions, to provide reference
materials; these are still available for botanists to study today.
The complete, retrospective, catalogue of the Kew library is online
(www.kew.org/library). Many of Joseph Hooker’s publications are
available online through the Missouri Botanical Garden (www.botan
icus.org).
Archives. Kew’s kilometre of archives contains a large amount
of material relating to Joseph Hooker. Hooker’s papers, along with
those of his father (Sir William Hooker, Kew Director 1841–1865)
and other former directors, form the nucleus of the collections, but
also held are the records of many other botanists and horticulturists.
Together with the official records of the Gardens, these collections
form a valuable resource for the history of the discovery, study,
transfer and use of the world’s plants and fungi.
Broadly speaking, Joseph Hooker’s collections can be divided into
his personal collection - those papers that came to Kew after Hooker’s
death – and his official papers, which were created or received as
part of the official business at Kew and have always resided in the
institutional archives. The personal collections encompass a wide
variety of different documents, relating to many aspects of Hooker’s
life throughout his professional career. The earliest item is a volume of lecture notes, taken by Hooker whilst he was still a student
(ca.1827, JDH/4/1), whilst the most recent items in the collection
relate to the erection of a memorial for Hooker in Westminster
Abbey (1913–1916, JDH/4/18-19). The different phases of Hooker’s
professional life are well represented within the collection and include
journals, sketches and correspondence from his early travels to the
Antarctic and Himalayas, as well as many papers documenting his
directorship at Kew and botanical research, and also his involvement
in Victorian scientific discovery, such as the HMS Challenger and HMS
Discovery expeditions.
There are many more personal papers within the collection, from
which it is possible to gain an insight into Hooker’s private life and
relationships. Correspondence with his first and second wives is held
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and includes letters from him as a young man, engaged to Frances
Henslow, his first wife, and also letters from later in life, having been
widowed and remarried, in which he writes to Hyacinth, his second
wife, ‘I miss you awfully, I do not like this going about without
you at all’ (JDH/2/22/2). There are also letters to his father, sister,
children and son-in-law (Sir William Thiselton-Dyer, Kew Director
1885–1905), as well as many letters from great naturalists of the day,
with whom Hooker often shared a personal as well as professional
relationship (Fig. 7). Many different types of documents are contained
in the collection that help to inform the picture of Hooker, including
the marriage licence for his first marriage, ephemera such as dinner
invitations, his original naval commissions and certificates for his
numerous awards.
As well as the ‘Joseph Hooker’ collection, Hooker’s papers are
pervasive throughout Kew’s historical official archives, reflecting his
seminal role in the establishment of Kew as an international botanic
garden and research institution. They include papers relating to the
‘Ayrton Controversy’, the expansion of the Gardens’ opening hours
and increase in public access, the redesign of the Gardens and construction of buildings such as the Marianne North Gallery, and Kew’s
international relationships and networks with botanic gardens and
stations world-wide. These take the form of correspondence, reports,
photographs, memorandum, plans, sketches and press cuttings. The
archives also holds a series of 217 volumes of correspondence inwards
to the directors at Kew (1809–1928), which includes thousands of
letters to Hooker from many individuals connected with botany and
horticulture, reflecting Hooker’s vast botanical network throughout
the empire, as explored by Jim Endersby in his book Imperial Nature:
Joseph Hooker and the Practices of Victorian Science. Amongst these volumes,
letters from figures such as Charles Darwin, Beatrix Potter and David
Livingstone can be found, as well as letters from many amateur
botanists.
Hooker’s personal collection is catalogued (reference JDH) and the
catalogue is available on AIM25 (www.aim25.ac.uk) and will shortly
be available in Kew’s own Archive Catalogue, which will go on-line
in 2012. The official papers have not yet been catalogued, although
many of them have been indexed by name of correspondent, accessible via the Archives staff. The historical series of correspondence in
© The Board of Trustees of the Royal Botanic Gardens, Kew 2012.
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Fig. 7. Letter from Charles Darwin to Joseph Hooker, October 17, 1879 (Kew Archives,
Darwin/Thiselton-Dyer Letters).
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(a)

(b)

Fig. 8. Rhododendrum barbatum. (a) watercolour and pencil field sketch by Joseph Hooker, ca. 1850;
(b). The completed illustration, by Walter Hood Fitch; hand-coloured lithographic print (both Kew
Art Collection).

to Kew’s directors is being digitised, with fully-searchable summaries
and images of the letters now available through the JSTOR Plant
Science website (plants.jstor.org).
Art. Kew holds approximately 300 watercolour botanical drawings by Joseph Hooker, including illustrations produced for floras
documenting his plant-collecting journeys to the Antarctic and
New Zealand, to North Africa, and the Middle-East, and to the
Indian sub-continent, and contributions to Curtis’s Botanical Magazine.
His drawings in the field are often roughly sketched, the colours
hastily applied, but carefully selected, to give an accurate description
of the plant. With a sparse approach, Hooker would concentrate on
important characteristics of the plant; showing flower formation, or
leaf structure, he was able to depict an accurate portrayal of a species
by depicting just a few elements of the whole plant. Between 1848 and
1851, Hooker made one of his most significant expeditions, travelling
through northern India, to Sikkim, a small, impoverished state in the
eastern Himalayas, and to Nepal, investigating the local flora and
sending specimens back to Kew. On that expedition, Hooker helped
add 25 new species of Rhododendron, including R. argenteum, R. falconeri,
and R. thomsonii, to the 50 that were already known. His field drawings
© The Board of Trustees of the Royal Botanic Gardens, Kew 2012.
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Fig. 9. Pencil sketch depicting the Choonjerma Pass in Nepal, by Joseph Hooker (right folio only is
shown; Kew Art Collection). The peak marked ‘very high snows NNW’ is believed to be Mount
Everest (or Mount Chomolungma, as it is known locally).

were dispatched to Kew and worked-up into lithographic prints by his
long-time collaborator, Walter Hood Fitch (1817–1892) (Fig. 8). The
completed work, with Hooker’s observations, was published as the
Rhododendrons of Sikkim-Himalaya (Hooker, 1849–1851), contributing
towards a rhododendron craze among British gardeners.
The drawings that Hooker made documenting the culture and
landscape that he encountered on his travels, are an outstanding
resource. The sketches that he made on his expedition to the Sikkim
region of India, for example, include 626 illustrations on 137 sheets,
and record Hooker’s field sketches, finished drawings, and proof
prints for the publication of the Himalayan journals. The collection
originally formed a single large volume, bound in red half-calf leather
cloth, with the drawings mounted on large sheets of green paper. In
1991, the volume was conserved and the drawings remounted onto
archival-quality sheets, following the original arrangement. Many of
the traditions, buildings, artefacts and scenes that he observed are
now lost forever. The drawings, however, still retain an aesthetic and
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Fig. 10. Hooker’s dissecting microscope (Kew Objets d’Art Collection).

academic interest; a recent discovery has identified within the Hooker
sketches the first western representation of Mount Everest (Fig. 9).
The Objet d’Art collection is cared for by Kew’s art curators and
contains equipment used by Hooker during his travels as well as
portraits, awards and other personal effects; some objects may not
be beautiful or striking, but they have their own stories and were
important tools, assisting Hooker in the field. The map case used by
Sir Joseph Hooker to convey his maps and plans while on his journeys
to the Himalayas, though undistinguished, is a battered and well used
piece of equipment, a testament to the role it played on expedition.
There are several small pieces of kit, such as his clinometer, a
scientific instrument used to calculate the elevation and declination
of the landscape, or for calculating the height of landmarks, trees and
architecture. Hooker’s dissecting microscope has a practical design;
the case was designed to act as the base of the instrument while in
use, the apparatus being screwed to the box lid upon removal. This
box contains a removable drawer, equipped with a well to house the
dismantled brass microscope, and was used by Hooker to hold the
© The Board of Trustees of the Royal Botanic Gardens, Kew 2012.
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variety of instruments, lenses and slides. Glued to the box lid is a
smaller tobacco box with an illustrated lid showing Edinburgh Castle
from Princes Street. This smaller box contains a ‘Micrometer’ slide.
This microscope (Fig. 10) can be seen in use by Hooker in a portrait
dating from 1886 by Theodore Blake Wirgman (Fig. 1). Cataloguing
of the 200, 000 items in the Art collection is under way, but is not
yet accessible to users. The Objets d’Art collection is catalogued in
a handlist. For both collections, consultation with the Art curatorial
team is currently the best way to locate material.
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