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it does not seem likely that the floor was treated with either a figurative or a geometric design, but
rather that the paint was applied to cover areas of plaster, or possibly the whole floor.

It was somewhat puzzling that features which were excavated in 1989 were not seen when
freshly revealed, but were found a year later when the old excavations were re-emptied. The same
phenomenon applied to structure RAB, where much of what was seen on and immediately below the
floor level could have been observed in 1989 but was not. The difference between 1989 and 1990
was that in 1989 RAD was excavated under very dry conditions, while in 1990 the 1989 back-fill
was removed at the very beginning of the season after a cool, wet spring. When seen in 1990 the
surfaces excavated in 1989 were damp and vivid with colour by contrast with the hotter, drier,
dustier conditions of the previous year.

In 1989 it was_noted that the two clay pillars on the floor of RAD had each been rebuilt and
enlarged in a second phase of construction. In the 1990 season, as the floor of RAD was being
dismantled, the same observation was made in relation to the plaster surface of the floor. Two
distinct layers of hard white plaster were found, the second directly superimposed upon the first.
Incidentally, in the small area where the two plaster layers were disentangled, the lower layer
showed no sign of colouring on its surface.

3. The northern (or central) area

A slightly larger area was laid out around the small 1987 square excavated in the central area
(Watkins and Baird 1987). When excavation showed that the new five metre square almost
contained a circular stone structure, it was extended a little on its E side and by 1.5 metres on its 5
side. The enlarged area neatly enclosed the structure, but gave us very little space beyond it.
However, the site was so damaged or destroyed in this vicinity that further extension of the
excavation area would not have produced a significantly enhanced context within which to view the

stone structure.

No further traces were recovered of the structure of which an arc of stone edging was found in
1987, formed for the most part of three large boulder mortars. When they were removed in the
1990 season, the two larger examples of boulder mortars were found to have been used upside-
down in the construction of the latest, fragmentary structure (now labelled CAA; see Fig. 3.1). Both
boulders had deep, conical or funnel-like, cylindrical depressions worn into what had been their
upper surfaces. These mortars had been worn through, and what we had been looking at in 1987
were their broken under-sides.

Immediately below the eroded and fragmentary CAA were the remains of a large and better
preserved circularstructure, made of rough stones (CAB; see Fig. 3.2). The structure consisted of a
shallow circular depression, whose concave and uneven floor was roughly paved with flat stones,
and whose sides were formed of stones of all sizes set in mud to form a steeply raked wall. There
was no trace of a doorway, nor any sign of any internal fittings or fixtures forming part of or set on
the floor. One of the largest stones in the wall of CAB was another worn out boulder mortar, like
those in CAA turned upside-down. The fill of the structure was very stony, and included a very
large number of broken ground stone implements of every kind.

To the south of the structure the trench was expanded by a further metre in order to allow a
sounding to be dug into the levels below structure CAB. This sounding soon reached virgin subsoil,
here a stiff red clay overlying the white limestone. In the SW corner of the trench a sharply cut and
curving edge was found. In the time available at the very end of the excavation season only a small
sounding could be made into what proved to be an extensive feature cut into the subsoil to a depth
of almost one metre. The feature had a vertical side and at its bottom was a flat floor. The side and
the floor were coated with a fine mud plaster, and the side appeared to be a small arc on the
perimeter of quite a large circle. Extrapolating the arc of the side by eye, it appeared that the floor
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of the structure CAB had subsided a little into the fill of a cylindrical feature, and that its edge could
be appreciated as a curving break of slope in the rough stone floor. On the last day of excavation a
key-hole was opened in the floor of CAB, and the sharply cut edge of the cylindrical feature was
mm:._nn exactly as predicted. It would therefore appear that the earliest structure on this part of the
site was a large (approximately 7 metre diameter) cylindrical hole cut almost one metre deep into
the subsoil, which was then faced with mud plaster. In view of its plastered surfaces and size it
seems reasonable to think of it as a domestic structure, similar to the houses of the southern area. It
is worth emphasising that, in the light of the comparative stratigraphy referred to in the :mﬁ
paragraph, this structure is the earliest known on the site.

The chipped stone assemblage from the central area is the key to the relative chronology of this
part of the site. The chipped stone was collected and retained for specialist examination, but the
Gulf War of 1990-91 supervened and the examination of the samples has not taken Emna.dﬂ@ an
impressionistic and inexpert view can be given, based on what was noted when the samples were
being sorted, collected and packed for (temporary) storage at Tel Afar. It has already been
documented in an earlier report that the latest surviving levels in this part of the site were of the
same general date as the latest (house-fill) deposits in the southern area of the site. The lowest levels
in the sounding beside structure CAB were lacking in the Nemrik points that marked the later
phases at Qermez Dere, and the earliest deposits of all, those in the fill of the plastered cylindrical
structure, possessed one or two microlithic elements, types which were only found in the southern
area in the deepest and earliest midden deposits. It would therefore appear that the stratigraphy in
the northern area covered the same range of time as that in the southern area, and that the site was
occupied in both areas throughout its life-time.

4. The search for plant remains

Mark Nesbitt

In view of the relatively poor amounts of carbonised seed remains recovered in earlier seasons
efforts were redoubled to obtain a better sample in the 1990 season. The Siraf-type flotation w:m
wet-sieving machine was modified so as to take larger samples and to expose a greater surface area
..u». the sample (see page 2 for details). The improvements enhanced the machine's performance
increasing its through-put considerably. It also appears that the extraction and capture of nma_uoimnm
remains was improved, since there were generally somewhat better quantities of seed fragments in
1990 samples than in the same quantities of samples from comparable contexts in 1989. In addition
the machine was kept working more intensively, often for ten hours per day. Even so, the Sﬁmm
amount obtained was scarcely overwhelming in quantity. ‘

The preliminary analysis of the 1990 material has been completed, and the score-sheets for both
the 1989 and the 1990 seasons are included in the tables appended to this report to complement the
score-sheet of the 1987 material published in the second interim report. The significant results of the
1990 season are that the new and larger sample consists of the same kinds of material as those from
the previous seasons. The incidence of very small quantities of wood charcoal was also repeated in
the 1990 samples, and once again the size of the fragments is microscopic.

The variations in the concentrations of seed material between one sample and another are often
found to exist within a single context, especially among the midden layers in the southern area. The
procedure in 1990 was to take a bulk sample of 20 or 30 litres for flotation as soon as a context was
identified. A second bulk sample of similar size was then taken later the same day. Where large
contexts were excavated over several days, further bulk samples would be taken each morning,
especially if a context was shown to be producing seed material. Thus, different samples from the
one context would be taken arbitrarily from different parts of the context. The implication of the
variations in quantity of seed material per 10 litres of sample is that the seed material was reaching





















